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HOME TODAY

Tuesday, September 23, 2008
Dear Parent(s):

In comphance with our district’s missien, “Inspiring all learners i<
achieve excellence,” our third, fourth, and fifth grade students wili take
the Cognitive Abilities Test {CogAT), as par: of our district instructional
assessments. The CogAT test measures both general and specific
cognitive abilities relative to reasoning and problem sclving. The
assessment measures three domain areas; verbal, quantitative, and
nonverbal (spatial symbols). Information obtainec from this assessme:it
measure can help our teachers understand your child’s strengths so we
can better utilize instructional strategies and resources when working
with your child. We also look at the data giobally to help us plan

instructional programs at the building and district level.

The assessments will be administered during the week of September 29",
including any make-up testing necessary. During the testing week,
attendance is very important.

While this test is only a part of student evaluation, we want the children
to do as well as possible. As always, your cooperation is essential in this
matter. There are a few things you can do as a parent to ensure a positive
testing situation for your child:
v Make sure your child attends school on the days of testing, unless your
child is 1ll.
v Make sure your child gets a good night's sleep the mght before testing.
v Make sure your child eats a good breakfast on momings of testing.
v" Make sure you give your child words of encouragement to let him/her
know you have confidence i his or her ability to do his or her best!

Also, please keep in mind that this is one assessment in your child’s
formal testing and.assessment experience of the year. The progress that
parents and teachzrs see in a child’s academic development throughout
the year 1s what is truly important. If you have any questions regarding
the administration of this assessment, please do nct hesitate (o contact us.

Sincerely,

Becky Gill
Principal



